has been a steadily increasing numbness of his hands and inability to execute fine movement with them; often has not known where his hands were. For a somewhat longer time has complained of irritation -when clothes are on-in back of neck and front of chest. Diminished sexual power twelve months.
Present condition: Defective cutaneous sensibility (touch, pain, heat, cold) both upper extremities, especially in the region of the hands. Defective sensibility of ulnar nerves. Defective sensibility of the muscles of the upper extremities. Defective joint sensibility in the upper extremities. Jaw-jerk present; triceps-jerks brisk. On percussing any part of the circumference of the wrists, the fingers and thumbs flex. Cannot recognize objects placed in the hands without use of the eyes. Considerable inco-ordination of both upper extremities. Knee-jerks and ankle-jerks brisk. ? Babinski's sign present.
The diagnosis seems to point to a syphilitic meningitis involving the posterior roots of the lower cervical and upper dorsal nerves (? tabes) and to involvement of the lateral columns.
